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In this powerful and timely book, Janet R. Jakobsen and Ann Pellegrini make a solid case for loving

the sinner and the sin. Rejecting both religious conservatives' arguments for sexual regulation and

liberal views that advocate tolerance, the authors argue for and realistically envision true sexual and

religious freedom in this country. With a new preface addressing recent events, Love the Sin

provides activists and others with a strong tool to use in their fight for freedom.
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In their co-written book, Jakobsen and Pellegrini have presented a compelling account of the

enduring role of "sin" in contemporary political discourse, from the Clinton impeachment

proceedings to the Christian Coalition's attack on homosexuals.They point out, among other

compelling insights, that the concept of religious tolerance, long viewed as a progressive

Enlightenment value, has often justified the very kinds of repression it is intended to prevent by

positing an authoritative norm (in the United States, the Judeo-Christian tradition) from which other

religious, sexual and political minorities are "permitted" to deviate.The two authors also draw an

extended analogy between freedom of religious and sexual expression, and argue that the Supreme

Court, especially in its pivotal 1986 Bower v. Hardwick ruling, has essentially ignored the

Constitution on the matter of church-state separation by invoking a general notion of

"morality"--thereby reinforcing the dominance of Christian values in America.Jakobsen and

Pellegrini envision a more pluralistic society in which disestablishment of religion and state is

pushed to its logical conclusion, and extended to the realm of sexuality. This is an excellent,



intelligent book--a must for the scholar and general reader alike interested in religion, politics, and

the law.

This one is not just for the ivory tower. Topics discussed give a historical perspective on the issues

we face today. I found concise useful information and thoroughly enjoyed the read. I give the

authors a great deal of credit for giving me a greater insight into sexuality and religion, topics I

thought I had rather a good grasp of.Three Cheers form a fellow sinner!

Though some of the reasoning behind the viewpoints seems weird the book is still good. It take an

interesting look at the religious right and how they perceive sex, as well as homosexuality. A read

for any uber religious fanatic who thinks that sex is good, as long as it's Christian sex.
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